North ShoreHigh School

Parting Words From
The Class Of 2021

By: SophieBlumenthal

Eveninnorma times, theconcept of a
farewell is bitterswest. It suggests that even
through the sadness of parting, one can till teke
solacein the promise of anew beginning. This
year, despite the chaos, tragedy, and socia
remoteness, North Shore has managed to
maintain an environment of inclusion and
prepare usfor that farewell. From Mr. Bloom's
extradriveinthefaceof thepandemicto createa
yearbook that matches up to the ones of years
past, to Ms. Saltis efforts to navigete Google
Mest, to Mr. Contreras  initiativeto get to know
the students of North Shore, every person in
this school has shown a dedication to making
thisyear asnorma, manageable, and enjoyable
as posshle

When | was asked to créft an article
biddingfarewdl toNorth Shore, | balked. | hadn't
walked thehdls looked my teachersintheeye,
or toasted abagel inthe cafeteriain over ayear.

How could | possibly say goodbyeto aplace |
hed aready been isolated from for so long?

The Class of 2021 has certainly
experienced great loss since the Didtrict shut
down last year, but asthisyear dravsto aclose,
I'd liketo usethis spaceto exercise gratitudefor all
wedtill haveand highlight theexperiencesof someof
you, the Senior Class of 2021.

“We are 0 proud to be part of the Class
of 2021,” omnipresent and tireless class presdents
Michael Gimondo andAriadnaPavlidis-Sancheztold
me. “Our class has overcomealot of challengesthis
year and weare excited to seetheamazing thingswe
will al accomplishinthefuture!”

AsMichad andAriadnadirected my gaze
tothefuture, L auren Hagen reminded meto appreciate
the padt, observing, “Despite the insanity that this
year brought, I’ mgrateful for it and theway it pushed
me. | notonly learned aton of new skills, but | learned
more about mysdlf and dl thethings |’ m capable of,
like learning new subjects remotely, managing my
time, learningto paint with my |eft hand after bresking
my right wrist, and the list goeson.”

Laurenleft mewithahopeful note, saying,
“If the past year hastaught me anything, it'sthat I'm
much more capablethan | givemysdlf credit for, and
| think thisistrue for everyone.”

Emma Arboleda eloquently and smply
toldme, “I'mgrateful for hedlthy friendsand family.”

Findly, Jackson Best gavevoicetowhet |
think I'll miss most about my home here a North
Shorein hiscomment: “1 don't know wherel would
be without my friends, whether | need help or just
need to vent, they’ ve dways been there.”

Aswelook ahead toour new livesashigh
school graduates, wemust remember thasewho sheped
who we are and helped us get to wherewe are. It is
essy to dlow onesdf to take for granted the people
who truly metter, whichiswhy I’'m so grateful tothe
seniorswho shared their gratitude, hopes, andinsights
with me.

The Classof 2021 hasfaced itsfair share
of difficulty, but it is my hope that we can enter into
the future stronger, more resilient, and more
gppreciative than before.

VIKIN

GlenHead, NY

Resisting
Adulthood

By: Lauren Hagen

Every incoming senior isfaced
with the realization that by the end of
the year they should somehow make
the daunting transition from child to
adult. Now, what that means | don’t
exactly know, but it soundsterrible and
conjures the image of someone
drowning in responsibilities. This
pressure makes senior year into a
countdown, where everyone is just
waiting for life to suddenly change
after graduation, like the flip of a
switch. The last ten months at North
Shore High School are packed with as
many fun activities as possible so that
we can make the most of our limited
time, because come graduation, we
really have to “buckle down.”

While it makes sense that
adults try and force a sense of
responsibility upon us before we leave
for college, this does not mean we must
abandon the things we once loved.
Why must we leave behind our
childhoods just because we’re leaving
high school? | see no reason why we
can’t be successful without
relinquishing the people we used to be.
We are often our best selves when we
readopt aspects of our childhood
personalities, unencumbered by stress,
with a hopeful view of the world and a
trust in our peers. | believe we should
strive to hold onto the joy in which we
regarded the world with at ayoung age,
because a love of life is what inspires
people to keep going.

Furthermore, we must reject
the idea that adulthood must be filled
with serious activities because frankly,
“adult” hobbies seem boring. Some of
the most enjoyable moments of my high
school career have occurred while
revisiting activities from my childhood
that | was supposed to outgrow:
ghosting with my friends, decorating
pumpkins, going swimming with all of
my clothes on, fingerpainting, having
scavenger hunts. These are all things |
do not plan to abandon, simply because
they make me happy. | hope that our
class adopts this same mindset - that
no matter what, we should hold onto
the things that delight us - and
remember that sometimes it’s good to
abandon the notion that we have to get
serious and simply just try and enjoy
life. | know we are all going to become
adults and take on new responsibilities,
but we get to choose how to “adult”
for ourselves.

Track: The Activity That Shaped My
High School Experience

By: SophieRosencrans

Upon graduating from the
eighth grade, | remember thinking to
myself just how different my life was
going to be from that point forward.
The plot of every coming-of-age movie
| had seen was centered around the
high school experience — studying
tirelessly for exams, meeting new
friends, “becoming yourself,” maybe
even falling in love. High school was
glamorized for some characters, and
seen as some sort of torturous
dungeon for others. | was unsure of
what to expect in this new stage of my
life, but | set incredibly high
expectations for myself. Although the
college application process was a
while away, | recognized the enormous
task that lay before me, and as |
entered high school, | prepared for
four years of hard work in both the
academic and athletic spheres of my
life and left no room for error.

Well... high school was
nothing like I had envisioned or how
it was portrayed in the movies | had
watched. Despite the first two years
of high school being relatively normal,
almost the entirety of my time was
consumed by my involvement in the
North Shore Cross Country and Track
programs. The intensity of the training
and competition was unlike any other
sport | had participated in before and
| strove to become the best possible
version of myself. Being arunner did
not simply mean having practice six
daysaweek- it meant immersing myself
in the sport and planning my entire
day, all year, around my training. By
mid-freshman year | had set forth an
outline of what | wanted to accomplish
in the next three years, all so that |
could fit the requirements of the term
that was coined by our team as “being
great.” My mindset was geared
towards competition, and when | was
unable to train, | feared that | would
quickly lose thefit state | wasin. This
mentality is what pushed me to hop
on the treadmill at 6am each morning
on my teen tour before sophomore
year, bike before work the following
summer, and run each day during a
global pandemic. It is what also led
me to face injury after injury and
disappointment after disappointment.

Although | began my
sophomore year at a high point, | soon
faced an injury after a hard collision
between my knee and a bench. | ended

my Cross Country season short that year
and was unable to regain a high fitness
level until the end of the following
season, Indoor Track. The Spring Season
was spent making up for the time | had
missed between mid-fall and winter and
when | learned that | had sustained a
stress fracture (an injury caused by
repetitive force and overuse of the foot)
| was benched for the remainder of that
season as well, unable to run for the next
three months. Despite the challenges that
Sophomore year had brought me, | was
confident in my ability to achieve
success during my Junior year. After once
again making up for lost time, | felt good
about the place | was at in my running
career in January of 2020. Theteam and |
were working hard together and had hopes
of a national ranking in the Distance
Medley Relay. Just our luck, our
opportunity to achieve this
accomplishment was taken from us the
day before we were scheduled to compete
due to the impending threat of COVID-
19. While | could never have predicted it
at thetime, it would be almost ayear until
the team would officially train together
again.

Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic,
| spent quite a bit of time reflecting on
what | had done with the Cross Country
and Track team. Had | spent so much time
focusing on running that | ultimately
missed out on my high school experience?
Was | putting myself through the
stresses of training at the expense of my
own health? Could | ever truly enjoy the
sport if | was unable to achieve
“greatness’ ? What | have cometorealize
is that my high expectations led me to
discover a sense of resiliency, diligence,
and self-discipline—qualities | take pride
in and know will lead me to future
success. Despite this, failing to reach
such high expectations often left me
feeling unsatisfied, even when | had
pushed myself to the point of physical
exhaustion. Although | cannot
confidently proclaim that | have no
regrets, | am eternally grateful for my time
spent on the Cross Country and Track
team. | have learned what it means to
contribute to a cause greater than mysel f
and work hard for the sake of those
around me. | will always cherish the
moments spent with my teammates during
workouts, on trips, and all of the timein
between. | know that | will be profoundly
impacted by my time on the team for years
to come.
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Time Flies

By: Jackson Best

Well, we made it. To be honest,
| didn’t think we would get here. When
school first shut down in March of 2020,
so many things that | took for granted
evaporated before my eyes, most
notably, school itself. Within aweek, |
was wandering the streets of Sea Cliff,
reliving memories of playing poker
backstage at the Winter Concert. In
under a month | found myself
reminiscing about cramming in my math
homework at cafeteriatables. Even the
things that | once dreaded, like
deadlines, awkward seat assignments or
Mr. Rodahan’s history tests, seemed
preferable to lockdown. Don’t get me
wrong, sleeping till noon armed with tea
and my cat was amazing for thefirst few
days, but it got old. Fast.

People have always been
saying that time flies. In fact, the
phrase comes from “tempus fugit,”
foundin Virgil’s Georgics, a Latin text
dating back to 29 BCE. It seems that
even our best poets have to remind
themselves of our limited time. But
often, the message falls on deaf ears.
Mr. Timlin sat me down towards the end
of my freshman year and told me that
before | knew it, I’d be walking out the
main entrance of the school, college
bound. Due to my Geometry test the
next period, | politely nodded, and then
proceeded to scribble formulas in the
margins of my weather map. In
sophomore year, Mrs. Sclair gave me
weeks in advance to study for tests,
examswhich | often began reviewing for
no earlier than midnight the day before.
24 hours prior to my SAT, originally
scheduled for March 14th, 2020, | was
frantically punching numbers into my
calculator until | got a text. Canceled.
Within minutes | was out of the house
and in a friend’s driveway. For nearly
my entirelife, | had my timelaid out for
me via assignments, extracurriculars
and events. What made lockdown so
difficult wasthat now | was the captain
of my own life. | chose when to eat,
sleep and work. And frankly, it was
terrifying.

Timewasn't flying. It was more
of awalk. Or crawl. | couldn’t sleep it
away, although | certainly tried. |
couldn’t blame the world forever, but |
put up a valiant effort. Even my pets
couldn’t make the days go by any faster,
despite my cat’'s best attempts. As my
phone flooded with missing assignment
notifications and my tea stockpile ran
dry, | found myself grasping at straws.
There’'s a reason we attached “when
you’'re having fun” to Virgil's message.
I might also add, “when you’'re
nervous.” | was so used to being
pressed for time, to being worried about
something, or excited, or anxious. | was
living in the future, always looking
ahead. Quarantine forced me, and many
others, into the present moment rather
violently. For thefirst time, | had to be
comfortable simply being.

Living in the present is hard.

It has been the aim of many religions
and philosophies. The samurai of
feudal Japan practiced Rinzai Buddhism
to eliminate the fear of death by
focusing on the here and now. The
Stoics of Rome recognized their
inability to control the world, so instead
they focused their attention onto
themselves. Even secret societies like
the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn
sought to be fully present within
reality. When your schedule is busy,
you don’t have to be consciously aware
of your thoughts or feelings. But when
it’s you, a cat and an increasingly
claustrophobic bedroom, it's all you
have.

When my parents kept waxing
on about how they were “really
discovering themselves,” or “seeing the
silver lining of the situation,” | wanted
to throw achair at them. That’s the last
thing a nervous wreck wants to hear in
the middle of a global pandemic. But
slowly, slowly, | began to understand
where they were coming from. Where
once spring just blended into summer
without my attention, each day | noticed
the air being slightly warmer, and the
sun out alittlelonger. | started actually
listening to music as opposed to
putting it on as background noise. And
the few interactions | had with friends
and extended family were precious.
Whilel’m no samurai, | liketo think that
guarantine helped me appreciate not
just what | have, but simply the act of
being. That’s something | probably
wouldn’t have investigated if lockdown
never occurred.

So, back to Virgil. The full
quote is “fugit inreparabile tempus,”
meaning “irretrievable time escapes.”
When people, especially young people
like myself, hear our parents or long
dead Roman poets preach about the
value of time, our ears tend to turn off.
So, | offer aslightly different solution.
Time doesn’'t have to fly. You don’t
have to maximize every waking moment
trying to “seize the day,” a phrase
penned by Horace, another Roman poet.
Timeis not sand slipping through your
fingertips, nor is it an inexhaustible
resource. Consider the advice of
American psychologist and spiritual
teacher Ram Dass: Just be here now.
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My Thank You To Soccer

Throughout high school my
most valuable memories were created
while playing on the varsity soccer
team. Playing on this team taught me
how to work with others and act as a
leader by teaching me how to
effectively listen to others. | began
playing for the team in ninth grade and
| continued playing for the rest of my
high school career. | came back each
year because | enjoyed practicing with
my team, working to improve my skills,
and building friendships with my fellow
teammates.

My fondest memory was
playing in the semi-finals during my
junior year. We entered the playoffs
unsure as to how far we would actually
make it, but after winning thefirst round
against Calhoun, we became more
confident in our abilities. The next
game we played was against Garden
City and it threw many challenges at
us. We fought through receiving a red

The Evolution Of School

The 2020-2021 school year was an
unforgettableone. It wasdifficult for everyone
to adjust to going to school during a global
pandemic. Wearing amask al day and only
seeing half of our gradereally madeit difficult
to enjoy theschool year. However, after along
wait, wedid receiveaglimmer of hopethat the
second half of our school year wouldn't be
as bad. This glimmer of hope was the return
of school sports.

Due to countless safety
precautions implemented by the school in
September, an indefinite suspension of
athleticswasimplicated at North Shore High
School. However, the school gave us an
opportunity to play our sports within the

By: Cdial abatte

card and having one of our best players
taken off the field; as a result, we
played a man down. Ultimately, we
persevered and won a huge victory that
sent us to the semi-finals. Our final
game was against Mepham, and even
though we lost in overtime, it is still
one of my favorite memories because
we all played as hard as we could and
left everything on the field. The many
practices and pasta parties that led up
to the playoff games are also some of
my most cherished memories because
it was during those moments that we
became afamily.

When the pandemic began in
March of 2020, we never expected that
it would take away our fall season, and
when it did, wefelt defeated and robbed
of atreasured experience. Luckily, we
were able to restart our season and
compete during the spring. After
experiencing the heartbreak when the
original season was suspended, | found

By: Jack Levin

school. Sportswere introduced in stages, the
first being intramural sports. Senior Mike
Cristofori said “It wasagrest experience, not
only because they prepared usfor our sports,
but because it brought everyone together for
thefirsttimeinalongtime.” It wasagateway
into what we all wanted, which was regular
scheduled sports season. Before long, sports
returned infull swing.

February kickstarted there-opening
of the Athletics Department with the winter
season. It was alittle different because of the
shorter season and the winter sports going
first, but every student wasready to represent
his school. “Going into our senior year not
sureif wewould have sportswas definitely a

myself grateful that | had the
opportunity to play one more time. The
pandemic has shown me how much |
value my soccer team and how my
experience at North Shore would not
have been the same without it. Because
our season could have been shut down
at any moment as aresult of an increase
in Covid-19 cases, | appreciated every
practice and enjoyed each moment with
my teammates. | am grateful to the
coaches and staff at North Shore who
made it possible for usto play through
the pandemic, and who constantly
supported us throughout the season, as
well as our amazing soccer team who has
made saying goodbye anything but easy.
Our senior year has been anything but
normal, although being back onthefield with
my teammates was the best way to return
some normalcy into life and to our senior
year. | credit the soccer team with theway |
have grown over the past four years and for
that | oweit my gratitude.

Sports

let-down. With new guidelines that alowed
for sportsto be ableto come back into play, it
felt asif thewholeyear had the chanceto turn
back around and become a somewhat normal
senior year for al of us,” said Senior Ashton
Guss. Sportsbring peopletogether and during
a pandemic, coming together and showing a
sense of unity was something that the school
definitely needed

Itwasadifficult year for dmost every
school in America, and the return of
extracurriculars, such as sports, worked to
remedy this. It'samazing to be ableto play the
sportswelovewith our friendsand classmates.
We can al agree that it helped us cope with
thispandemic.

Masguers. A Must Do Extracurricular

Oneof themost rewarding experiences
of my four yearsat NSHShasheen being apart of
the Masquers theater productions. Thester can
often be viewed as aroad to individuad success,
with the idealized lead role being the complete
center of attention. This perception fails to
recognize the group effort and collaboration thet
goesinto making aperformance possible. Many
people, when they see our shows, fail to redize
the dedi cation that students and teachers put into
cregting these productions. Everyoneputsiniong
hoursand their commitment to the showsistruly
admirable. Through Masquers, | have met new
peoplefromdl gradelevelsand made memories
that makethethought of leaving NSHSso difficult.

By: Bridget L ewis

Long nights, shared meals, and inside
jokes only scratch the surface of the
family-like nature of this community.
Spending endless hours in the
auditorium while rehearsing is
something | will dearly miss.

As the youngest of six children,
| have watched my siblings during their
time in the Masquers theater department
while eagerly awaiting my turn to get
involved. | never could have prepared
myself for the challenges this department
has had to overcome, from snowstorms
that forced usto cut tech week short, to a
global pandemic that completely changed

the way we view theater in society.
However, the stress of these obstacles has
not diminished my lovefor theater and day
after day | find, the theater iswhere | want
to be. For the entirety of my high school
career, | have made sure | can be a part of
the shows whether in the cast or another
crew because just being a member of this
department is what is most important. It
doesn’t matter what I’m doing; | just know
| need to be involved. Thisexperience has
fueled my desire to continue theater in the
future and | know that the theater
department will be one of thethings | miss
most after | leave North Shore.

Congratulations To T he Class Of

2021!

Wishing You All The Best In Your Future

Endeavor s!

Anatomy Of A High
School Memoir

By: JamieHolzmann

Everyone always says high school
goes by fast, and like every senior, | didn’'t
really believeit. To be completely honest, |
probably couldn’t recall more than five or
six memories from all of freshman or
sophomore year. That's not to say they
werenecessarily bad or not meaningful. I'm
surein the moment | experienced plenty of
teenage coming-of-age movie moments, or
had what | believed was an end of theworld
emotiona breakdown (or two or three) over
an Earth Science grade. When looking back
at high school asawhole, thefirst two years
were sort of a blur. Junior year is what
registersin my mind asthe beginning of my
true high school experience. It wasthetime
when things started to take shapein my life
as ayoung adult.

My last memorable school -related
experience before quarantinewasthemusic
department trip to Greece during my junior
year. Looking back, | can confidently
say that this trip changed the way |
looked at being a high school student.
| found myself sitting in these beautiful
Greek theaters, watching the chorus
kids rehearse Elijah Rock for the
fifteenth time that day with teachers
and other kids that hadn’t even known
my name before we had | eft for the trip.
Yet, we sat together and shared our
excitement like friends that had known
each other for years. Nothing can
compare to the adrenaline that went
through my body as | ran to join the
kick-line, spanning across the whole
theatre as the audience and us sang
along to the band playing Frank
Sinatra’s“New York, New York”. It was
a movie moment, as was almost every
event on that trip, from our
performances to the ten minute bus
rides back to the hotel. | credit that trip
for showing me what being a high
schooler truly had to offer and | will
always be thankful for the great
memories.

Then came quarantine. Yet
throughit all, at least | had the normalcy
of being a senior who was applying to
college. Tests and quizzes aside,
nothing this year has been tested more
than my decision-making abilities. After
all, thereis no better time to test your
independence than during college
application season! When it came to
college, | personally had always
dreaded it as a topic of conversation
with other kids my age. College, to me,
was a personal thing that | wanted to
figure out on my own, and | feared the
idea of my intuition failing me after
hearing other people’s opinions of the
schools | was considering. After the
application process, | can confidently
say that fear diminished, and | found
myself being the first one of my friends
to commit to aschool. Afterwards, | sat
and talked with my friends about their
college worries, and tried to help them
troubleshoot those anxieties and make
the right decision for themselves.
Regardl ess of how much of high school
was eventful for me, I'm grateful to be
at apoint where | can acknowledge the
good, the bad and the meaningless.

June 2021
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After spending the past four years
watching the Class Of 2021 grow, some of the
the high school’s g&ff and faculty wanted to

mpart some find words of wisdom on the

upcoming graduates.

Mr. Bianco: Congratulaions Class of 2021!
Getting to know each and every oneof you over
thelast few years, especidly during apandemic,
hasmademeabetter teecher, mentor, and overal
person. Thank you for being you because you
meade eech day an experience to remember that
puts a smile on my face. | cannot wait to see
where the future takes you, so please keep in
touch. Once a student, dways a sudent.

Mr. Bloom: Hello, Seniord Wearing masks.
Being sx feet gpart. Quarantining. Attending
school every other day. Being away from your
friends Thisyear wasunlikeany other. Youwent
to class. You did your projects. You stayed up
atestudying. Youdid everythingright. Andyou
hoped your senior year would be amemorable
one. Unfortunately, something happened. The
Covid pandemic changed everything. It wasnot
your fault. You had nothing to do with it. And
most importantly, it wasout of your control. You
continued to go to school. You continued
studying and moving aong the best way you
could; you did agreat job. You finished schooal.
'You chose acollege or ajob that hopefully you
will happy with. Nothingwasgoingto stopyou.
| haveheard so many of you talk about how this
year was terrible, how nothing happened and
how you missed out on so many things. No. It
was not agood year. It wasnot the onethat you
expected. No doubt you did missout onthings,
but you made it through one of the toughest
timesin history. And for that, | commend you.
Therésan old saying: “What doesn't kill you,
makes you stronger”. These trying times have
made you all sronger. Stronger. More focused.
And able to handle the toughest problems.
Hopefully you will now be able to gpprecitate
eventhesmal thingsinlife. Everytimeyou say
you can't do something, push a little further.
Pushalittleharder. Gotheextrayard. Theresults
will bephenomend. Wewill dl ook back et these
times one day and say, “I can't believe that
happened!” Wishing you dl the best of luck in
your future endeavors.

Mrs. Cano: TotheClassof 2021, | wishyoudll
the best thet life hasto offer! Bekind. Bebrave.
Kespmakingart!

Ms. Delima: Dear Class of 2021, you have an
amazing story totell! Keeplooking desply. Keep
asking questions. Keep making the ordinary
EXTRAORDINARY!

Mrs. Donnatin: TheClassof 2021 will dways
haveaspecia placeinmy heart! Sendingvirtua
hugsandwishing everyonethebest inthefuture.
Congratulations!!

Ms. Fawcett: Classof 2021, you' veproventhat
you remoreresilient, moreresourceful, andmore
remarkable than most as you've gracefully
navigated the unique challenges of the
pandemic. Thank you for sharing your spirit
with theentireNorth Shorecommunity, and best
of luck in your futureendeavors We Il missyoul!
Ms. Francis Congrats Seniors! You made it
through one of the most unique and
extraordinary years Beproud of yoursdvesand
continuetoimpressyoursalvesdaily - and don't
forgettomeditate!!!

Mrs. Grimshaw: Congratulationsto the Class
of 2021! It wasamazing to beabletowork with
S0 many of you over the past four yeard You
haveavery specid placeinmy heart and | wish

you peace and happiness!

Ms Halloran: TotheClassof 2021: Youhave
proven your resilience throughout this
pandemic by continuing to volunteer for those
in need and finding ways to think outsde of
the box when in-person service was not
possible. Your effortshavenot goneunnoticed!
Tomy BC Cac dass | am so proud of your
ability to work both remotely and in-
person! Your willingnessto work through this
year's challenges and your patience with any
glitchesweencountered, aswell asyour postive
attitudes, have turned what could have been a
disastrous year into awinning year. Looking
forwardto seeing dl those5'd

Mrs. lacovdli: YOU DID IT! You showed
perseverance, endurance and kindness
through your amazing four years a North
Shore. Throughdl of this, youbecamestronger
andthat will help you onthe variousroadsyou
al travel ahead. Best wishes and continue to
do good thingd!

Ms. Kédly: | had so many of youinthemiddle
schoal. | aminaweof your transformation from
ayoung 8th grader to an amazing senior, reedy
totakeontheworld. SHINELIKEA STAR!
Mr. Knight: Thisis an atypica end of your
high school career and onethat I’m sure none
of you could' veimagined. Thosearethebresks,
but take comfort in the notion that we will get
through this soon.

Typicdly, | would look at thissenior
newspaper edition as an opportunity to say
something humorous, or to make light of a
serious Situation. I'm going to try to play this
straight, and I’'m going to try to be serious.
Thoseof youwhoknow meknow that will bea
Stretch.

Your future is bright, at least in
comparison to 2020. You'll have your whole
livestomakememoaries, andyouwill evenhave
acertain bond with the classes of 2021 &l over
theworld. Not many people can say that they
share universal senior year stories of
perseverance and strength with everyonetheir
own age. It might not seem as important as
having a junior prom, or a sports night, or a
fashion show right now, but | suspect that news
organizationswill bedoing reportsontheeffects
of the pandemic on graduating seniorsfor many
many yearstocome. “ TheClassof 2021: Where
areThey Now?' | imaginetherewill beanew
exposeevery decade. Think how funthosewill
be to read. You are a test case for remote
learning, socia distancing, and, | suppose,
online relaionships.

In any case, high schoal isno place
to peak, And | suspect very much that few of
you will look back at this year as the best in
your life. That'sagood thing. Whilel think we
dl redizethat you gaveupalot, wewant youto
look at this as encouragement to make new
friends, have new cdlebrations, and live every
day with an appreciation of friendship, loveand
life. Wewill not forget you Classof 2021!

Dr. Kurrus The strength and fortitude you
have demonstrated this school year has been
nothing short of amazing! Whilel amsaddened
that you missed out on some of the
opportunities to celebrate this past yeer, | will
remember you all and the courage and
perseveranceyou havedemondgtrated forever. |
wishyoulatsof fun, smiles, and happinessthis
summer and best of luck for whet lies aheed!

Dr.Mabrouk: CongratulationsSeniord You've
meadeit through adifficult and challenging year
with style, grace, and poise. Good luck in dl

From Us, To You

your future endeavors and may you meet each of
theminthesamemanner.

Mr. Millard: Congrats Class of 2021! Find what
motivates you to be better every day. A better
person. A better citizen. A better friend. A better
student. A better coworker. A better son/daughter/
shling. A better friend. A better human. A better
verson of you. Youcandoit! Believein yoursdf
and surround yourself with supportivepeople. And
may the best of your todays be the worst of your
tomorrowd

Ms. Millman: Despitethefact thet thingshavebeen
alittle wonky in the world for the past year or so,
you made things happen. You stuck with your
academics, handled your college applications/
essayswith agrest sense of pride, and persstedin
pursuingdl of theextra-curricular activitiesthat you
had previoudy developed a name for yourself
in. And now, youaremoving ontoevenbigger and
better things.

It was an absolute pleasure to teach so
many of you throughout your high school years. |
wishyouwel indl of your future endeavors.

Ms. Nersesian: Asoneof your advisors, | started
your high school career with you and now | am
beyond lucky to end it with you and send you off
onto your next chapter. | can’t express how
wonderful the past four years have been watching
you grow into the fabulous individuas that you
are. You are hardworking, funny, and peoplewho
love to wait until the last minute to get anything
done just to stress me and Mrs. Rizza out. Bt it
adways gets done and is done beatifully. Keep
thesetraitswith youwherever you go and continue
to surprisetheworld with what you are capable of .
Mrs Padlilli-Schiano: Dear Seniors, it hasbeen a
pleasureand honor to haveyou eitherinmy FACS
classes or clubs during the past four years Your
classis gtrong, smart, and resilient. | wish you the
best in your future endeavors

Mr. Perles Democracy is not a spectator port.
Standfor truth. Promote Equity & Justice. Evaluate
your sources. Vote. Speak. Organize. Engage.

Ms. Rizza: Congratulations to the Class of 2021!
When Ms Nersesan and | werefirgt asked about
being dassadvisors weweren't surewhat wewere
getting oursalves into. I'm happy to say that four
yearslaer, | havenoregrets Watchingyoudl grow!
fromyoung, unsure, freshmanto mature, confident,
seniorshasbeen such aprivilege. I'll dwaysthink
of your classfondly, even thetimesy’dl had me
screaming during Sports Night exercise practice. |
have no doubt you'll al go on to accomplish such
greet things - just don't forget to come back every
oncein awhileto let us know whet you're up to.
Best of luck indl your future endeavord!

Ms. Rogala: CongratulationsClassof 2021! | hope
you cherished dl of theva uableminutesof learning
(whenyouweren't doing anything mathemeatically
illegd)! ENJOY YOURLIFE:)

Ms. Soltis: Congratulations to the Class of 2021!
Youtook apandemicin stride, and are now poised
for next seps—so work wel (and not too much),
enjoy life (and not too little), and don’t ever forget
tomaketimefor thepeopleand thingsthat metter to
youmos. It wasaprivilegetowork with so many of
you these last four years.

Mr. Timlin: Congratulations Class of 2021!!
Embrace a mindset of positivity and growth.
Be an individual. Think for yourself. Never
stop learning.

Dr. Titone: In the spirit of IB: The important
thing is not to stop questioning. — Albert
Einstein

| amso proud of the Classof 2021. Your
resilience and perseverance are admirable, and

wewill surely missyou. All the best!
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Problems Spurred By
Political Extremes

By: SophiaMar chiali

Americais readdressng the southern
United States-Mexico border crisis now under
the leadership of a significantly different
president. Both this crisis and the one that
occurred a couple of years ago, have taken a
devagtatingtoll onmigrantscomingintotheU.S.
In2019, former President Trumpwasleading, and
now President Biden, who hascomeoff asmore
a ease towards immigrant flow than Trump, is
taking a different gpproach. Coming out of the
Trump Era, Biden has promised Democrats an
eader immigration processfor migrantscoming
through the southern border. The Trump
adminigration’sfocuswasminimizing thenumber
of immigrants, specifically undocumented
immigrants, cominginthroughtheMexico-United
Sates border. Former President Trump seemed
to come under scrutiny for his policies which
wereoftenreferred to asextreme andinhumane,
and 0 now the world is watching to see what
meesures Presdent Biden uses.

Although President Biden has sated
on svera occasonsthat he not only considers
himsdf aDemocratic president, but that “[heis)]
an American Presdent” he irrefutably leans to
the left when making policies (NBC News).
Nonetheless, many peopleview himasamiddle
ground between the left and the right in
comparisontoformer President Trump. However,
his views on immigration still face heavy
opposition, asTrump'sdid. Unlike Trump'sview
that undocumented immigrants should be sent
back across the border, which can be identified
asthe “zero tolerance’ policy that he imposed,
Biden believes the oppodte: that the solution to
illegd immigrationisto provideasmpler pathto
citizenship, or documentation, for those
immigrants Additionaly, while Trump practicaly
shunned undocumented immigrants, Biden
praises them in his national addresses and
peechesfor dl that they dofor America(interms
of the workforce). There is a stark difference
between thetwo'sviews.

Both the 2019 border crissand the
current border crissmost likely occurred because
of alack of atention to the well-being of the
migrant children who were separated from their
parents. Many immigrant children were sent
acrosstheU.S. border without their parents. The
ideaof unsupervised childrenmaking thisjourney
seemsridiculous, but occurs often because their
parentsbelievethet lifeinAmericawill bebetter
than life in Mexico; and o, they are willing to
face these risks. In 2017, nearly 21% of these
border crossers were living in harsh poverty in
Mexicoandwerehunger stricken, sothisprobebly
seemed liketheonly solution (Batalova& Zong).
However, life on the U. S's Sde of the border
duringthe Trump adminigrationdidn’t liveupto
its reputetion: children who crossed the border
wereforced todeep on cement floors, andlocked
behind barsasif their very exisencewasacrime.
Thelack of money and atention put into these
border camps was amajor source of contention
between the Republican and Democratic parties.

President Biden has said thet one of
his god's throughout his presidency will be to
make sure that immigrants can become
documented, or evencitizens, asfast aspossble.
While the President’s attitude towards
immigration seemsto encourage peopleto cross
at thebordey, itisnot the best timeto do so. Due
to the globa pandemic, the border camps are
facing terrible conditions and are il battling a
low budget. The Biden administration is
prioritizing COV D sefety; therefore, thebudget

(Continued On Page 5)
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for theborder campsislow ontheligt of priorities
So, after being promised better treatment,
immigrantswaiting at the border camps are il
facing alife of brutdity and harshness.

Despite the differences in former
President Trump and President Biden's
gpproaches, one can eadly see that neither of
them has led to the desired improvements of
Democratsand migrants. Theineffectivenesscan
be blamed on both candidates' &ffinity for the
extremeand asAmericahasseeninthepad, these
extremes do not work. For instance, Republican
senators, and Trump saying that the mass
shootingsthat occurredin 2017 (and on) “[aren't]
gun situation[s]”, has just led to more mass
shoatings (Baker). In 2021, from March 16th to
April 16th aone, there were 45 mass shootings,
proving that taking the mogt passionate sde of
the argument doesn’t solve the problem
(Holcombe). This country must learn thet it is
acceptableto settlefor amiddle ground, and that
itactualy ismorebeneficia.

Extremesinleadership haven'tjust hurt
thecountry , but they have crested adivideduring
a time when we should be united the most.
AlthoughAmericawashuilt off of passon, it must
be rebuilt by compassion. The solution to these
extremedividesandtothedamagethey havedone
istolearntocompromise. Onasmdler scale, one
way individuascan hepimprovethe conditions
at the border isto donate to Savethe Children, a
non-profit dedicated to helping children al over
the world that are struggling through dl sorts of
harsh stuations: from natural disaster reief, to
protection from abuse, to helping the poor. The
organization hasaso beenworkingtoraisemoney
to improve the conditions a the border camps
where many migrant children are saying (Save
the Children Editors). Additionaly, drawingmore
attention to the border crisis can help the
Stuation; it is not getting much coverage in the
media, S0 peopleneed to art toraiseawareness.
The more eyesthere are on this crigs, the more
likely itisthat our government leederswill dedicete
more fundsto theissue.

What |s Going On At The Southern
Border?

By: Matthew Malone

Alack of security attheMexico-United
States border has plagued America for years.
During the Trump Administration, these border
issues were less of a problem as they are now
becauseit wasdasad off. However, with President
JoeBidentaking over, theborder hascompletely
reopened, giving way for waves of illegal
immigrants to damage the nation. Illegal
immigrantscanincreasecrimerates. Also, many
of the migrants are children without parents or
guardianstolook after them. Theunaccompanied
children cause an issue for President Biden
because no one knows what to do with
them. However, if the border had not been
reopened and more security was present,
Biden would not be dealing with these
daunting issues.

As 2021 progresses, the influx
of people and problems are growing. Don
McLaughlin, isthe Mayor of Uvalde, Texas,
a city located next to the Mexico-United
Statesborder. In early April, the mayor was
interviewed on Tucker Carlson Tonight.
Carlson asked McLaughlin, “What'sit like
there right now?’ Mclaughlin responded,
saying, “Well, it'skind of likethewild wild
west now down there.” McLaughlin’s list
of problems consisted of being involvedin
car chases, illegal immigrants jJumping off
of trains, running through people’s yards,
and adult males with criminal records
entering the city. Also, 97 sexual predators
have been caught attempting to cross the
border in Uvalde alone (Fox News). The
Biden Administration has done very little
to help these border towns, yet it's telling
them the border is under control
(McLaughlin). The border, however, is
clearly not under control if many crimesare
being committed by illegal immigrantsdaily.

Another problem President Biden
will have to deal with in regardstoillegal
immigration is the immense number of
unaccompanied children crossing the
border. In March, morethan“18,500" (NBC

News) children without parents or
guardians were caught trying to cross the
border. This record absolutely crushed the
previous one, set by Biden's predecessor,
President Donald Trump, by about 7,000
unaccompanied minors (NBC News). This
brings up multiple issues for the Biden
administration. For one, it fills up the
shelters that are meant to hold migrants
trying to cross, forcing the President to call
for new onesto be built. Also, what do you
do with 18,500 children that have no oneto
look out for them?You can't just turn them
away, so then what? Some also are held for
over the 72 hour maximum. However, thisis
one of the reasons why the Rio Grande
Valley border facility is at 800% capacity
(NBC News). According to Senator Ted
Cruz, President Biden has “invited illegal
immigration” (NBC News). If Biden had not
reopened the border, this problem would not
be occurring.

The number of migrants looking
to cross the border has drastically
increased. In March alone, 172,331 illegal
immigrants have been encountered at the
border (cbp.gov). This is no coincidence
that the number has increased
tremendously during the Biden Presidency.
Many left-wing mediaoutlets are trying to
defend Biden and say, “The U.S. southern
border is actually a predictable pattern”
(Washington Post). It is true that numbers
do tend to rise during the spring season.
However, 172,000 immigrants are about
70,000 more immigrants since the last big
surgein 2019. Also, 351,803 immigrantshave
been encountered a the border from January
2021 to March 2021. From the gtart of October
2018to September 2019 (2019FYTD), 977,509
immigrantswere encountered. It isimportant to
lower these numbers and strengthen the border
security. Thelast thing anybody should want is
toletillegd immigrantsintotheU.S. and dameage
the country morethanit dready is.

You Can Never BeToo
Car eful

By: Trevor Janusas

You arewaking donelate a night and you hear
something behindyou. It may just beananimd or
thewind, but what if it's something more?\Well,
herearesix tipsthat will potentialy helpyouduring
atimewhenyoufed unsafe;

1. Beawareof theenvironment around you- When
many people are around or if you arein amore
public, openspace, you arelesslikely toencounter
any danger. Also, knowing where exits, police
stationsand other safeplacesareisauseful tactic
in case you have to make a quick get-away.
Remember, todwayswak inwell-lit areas. Also,
never: walk with your headphones on, look a
your phoneor makeacal whilewakingaoneat
night as this makes you an easier target for
someone to take advantage of. If you are
digracted, you are automaticaly less aware of
your surroundings. Findly, someone, likeafamiily
member, roommeateor friend should dwaysknow
whereyouarea al times.

2.Learntobeloud- If youareloudwhenindanger
by yellingsomethinglike* STOP!” or “NO!” you
will not only sartlean offender,but bemoreprone
to attract attention and potentid help. Make sure
to yell as loudly as you can and as much as
possible.

3. Know where to hit- When needing to fend of
someone, itissmart to know whereto hit hinvher
to stun himvher the most. Go for the eyes, knees,
groin or throat and then quickly leave instead of
staying to continue the attack.

4. Improve your posture- Looking like you are
strong or big may make a difference when
someone chooses who hefshe will try to cause
danger to. If youlook tougher, peoplewill bemore
nervous about who they are fighting. Puff out
your chest and stand up draight if you believe
you arein potentia danger.

5. Havea‘wegpon’ ready- Therearemany smdl
items that can be used for sdlf-defense, such as
keysand pepper spray. However, make surethat
your attacker does not end up using it against
you if he/she overpowersyou.

6. Trust your “gut” - Your body gives off natural
responses when you fed asif you might be in
danger. Evenif thereisultimately no danger, it's
better that you follow your natura reaction to
leaveacertainplace.

| s Facial Recognition Technology Really For The Best?

By: Veronica Frank

It was only four years ago that Apple,
the tech supergiant, introduced its cusomers to
facid recognition technology, which advertised
forthefirg timethat it dlowed peopletousether
facid dructureasapassword for their phones, as
wedl asdl of the information associated with it.
According to the company, facia recognition,
whichismorepersona than afingerprint, can be
used for credit cards and as a safeguard for any
other important information that isstored intheir
products. Appleisnot the only one utilizing this
new and exciting idea; law enforcement aso
realized thistechnology’s potential and has used
it for missing person casesand to solve crimes;, it
takesafraction of thetime! Thetechnology seems
to bewithout fault, but unfortunately, that isnot
the case, recent studies have concluded that
communities of color are being discriminated
againg by these recent technologies.

Every American who ownsanApple
cdll phonehasnow entered thefacia recognition
system, whether they likeit or not. “ Itisestimated
thet amost half of American adults — over 117
million people, asof 2016—have photoswithina
facial recognition network used by law

enforcement” (Ngibi). Americans, without much
consent, have their faces in a database thet can
beusad by thegovernment inairports, on public
trangportation, andif they weretocommitacrime.
Even the photos uploaded to socid media are
submitted to adatabase! With half of American
adults using facial recognition, there is a
guaranteethat thisnew technology will not work
for everyone. Communities of color and
minorities in many other fields have yet again
been excluded from the development of these
technologies. African Americans and other
communitiesof color face problems such asthe
technology not recognizing their face or having
a hard time remembering them. These smdl
discriminationsadd upto beingapart of thelarger
systemicracismthat isgoing oninour country.
When cresting this technology, the
majority of the sample gze tested to see if the
facid recognition software was reedy for the
marketswere Caucasanmales meaningthat itis
designed to much more easily recognize
Caucadansingead of people of color or those
who havefacid featuresthat are uncommon in
western populations. An independent

assessment by the National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) confirmed
these suspicions “finding that face recognition
technologies across 189 dgorithms are least
accurateonwomenof color” (NAJBI). Women
of color arethemogt highly discriminated againgt
group in our country and to now discriminate
againg such a persond feature as their faces,
can cause difficulty in performing daily tasks.
Now inAmerica, facia recognitionisfindingits
way onto public transports as a way of
identification and payment, which is highly
disuptiveinaperson of color’slife. Thismight
not seem sgnificant; however, withtheincrease
inusageof thesetechnol ogiesincommon places
such asarportsand schools itisjust increasing
the amount of systemic racismin our country.
Another moredgnificant way people
of color are being affected by the increased
reliance onfadid recognitionisinregardstocrime-
scene invedtigation. It is known that the socid
judtice system targets minorities. In cases like
themurder of GeorgeHoyd and BreannaTaylor,
itisclear that asect of law enforcementiswilling
to useviolent tacticsagaing peopleof colorwho

are suspected of committing minor crimes.
Addingfacid recognitionintotheequation makes
it even worse. To cdculate suspects of a crime,
fecid recognition can notice past mugshots of
caimindsand esimatewhoasuspect might be. As
aresult of the number of minority memberswho
are accused of crime compared to thosewho are
white, thenumber of mugshotsby peopleof color
is far more than those who are Caucasian. The
policeandinvestigatorsarenow usngaprediction
sysemthatismorelikey totarget ablack, Latinx,
or colored person for a crime because of the
inequdity that is aready indtilled in our justice
system. The data that is being used by fecia
recognition technologies puts people of color at
a dangerous disadvantage by increasing their
probability of being found to be suspectsin a
aime

To sum up, facia recognition tech-
nologies benefit a large mgority of people in
America, making it eeser toaccessimportantin-
formation. However, because of the disadvan-
tages they have for people of color, it provides
just another barrier that minorities must bresk

throughtotackleAmerica ssystemic racism.
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Recap: Netflix’s Operation Varsity Blues: The College
Admissions Scandal

By: KateGilliam

ThenamescollegeLori Loughlin,and
Felicity Huffman go hand-in-hand with the
college admissions scandd. It iswidely known
that Lori Loughlin paid hundreds of thousands
of dollars and photoshopped her daughters
faces onto the bodies of rowers to gain ther
acceptance to the University of Southern
Cdifornia. It wasfront-pagenewswhen Fdicity
Huffman was exposed for paying to inflate her
daughter’s SAT score. Although it may seem
that Hollywood's biggest stars are the only
culprits of cheating through the college
admissons process, this scandalous behavior
spansfarther thanthezipcodeof 90210. Recertly,
Netflix debuted Operation Varsty Blues The
College Admissions Scandal: an expository
documentary reveding the harshredlitiesof the
misconduct, and the mastermind behind the
fraudulent admissons, Rick Singer. Herearea
few of the many surprising facts that were
unveiled inthisdocumentary:

Why useRick Singer?:

Somemay wonder why parentswould
go through Rick Singer to gain their children’s
admission to college. The answer is his now-
infamous drategy, the “Side Door.” In phone
cdlsretrieved by thefederd government through
wiretgpping, Rick Singer explainshissidedoor
drategy to severd parents. The “Side Door”
gpproachinvolvesparentspaying Rick Singer's
foundation several hundred thousand dollars
intheformof adonation. Next, Rick Singerwould
work his fraudulent magic, and pay one of his
liaisons at the university desired by his client.
Theseliasonswereadmissonsofficers athletic
directors, or coaches at some of the most well-
known universities. Singer ensured parentsthat
this payment transfer guaranteed their children
admission. Singer’s method aso included
gpplication doctoring. For example, he would
changeadient'sraceonthegpplicationtoqudify
him/her for affirmative action or forge SAT and
ACT scores. The opposite route for America's
wedthy was the “Back Door” gpproach. This
involves a donetion of millions of dallars, and
acceptance is in no way guaranteed. Rick
Singer’'s method makes more economic sense,
but itisjust asfraudulent and unfair.
SATandACT:

TheSAT andACT aretwo of themost
dreaded and high-stakes exams. Ultimately, a
near-perfect score on either or both tests is
required to attend Americal's most prestigious
indtitutions. Thus, these examsput awrenchin
Snger’splan. .. somewhat. Rather thandlowing
his client’s children to take exams and earn a
score judt like other students do, Singer would
manipulate scoresin severd ways. Beforekids
even consdered the exams, Singer would have
psychologica andintellect examsconducted in
an attempt to earn them extra time. He would
encourage parents to have ther kids appear to
struggle on diagnostic exams so that they could
earn unnecessary extratime. Another tactic of
Singer's was to dter student’s answer sheets.
Clients would take the SAT in a room by
themsdlves with only a proctor. This proctor,
Mark Riddell, would then collect theexam, and
change the answers o that the children could
thenearnthedesired score. Riddell wasan expert
atthe SAT andACT examsand couldland scores
with unbelievable accuracy. This route
undermined the scores of studentswhoworked
honestly for countless hours in hope of
achievingimpressiveresults.

What is'Pregtige ?:
When expertsdiscusswhy thecollege
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admissions scandal occurred, the term
“predige’ comesuptimeandtimeagain. These
parentsclaimed they wanted what wasbest for
their children, andthey believed that admission
to a prestigious university was what was best.
However, the documentary questionstheidea
that a“pregtigious’ university isthe best case
scenariofor teens Jon Reder, aformer Sanford
admissions officer, explains how prestigeisa
French word; in the origind French language,
prestigemeansdeceit. Reider describesprestige
in universties as an illusion that people buy
into. Universitiesappear moreprestigiouswhen
they have a low acceptance rate, so some
colleges make adjustments to seem more
sectivethanthey redly are. It struethat some
schools are stronger than others, but because
some schools adapt their sdlection criteria to
improve their rankings, a schodl’s reputation
cannot be based on its acceptance rate.

Thelrony: Parentsvs Their Children:

Operation Varsity Blues. The
College AdmissonsScandal reveded theirony
behind the misconduct. In mogt, if not al,
situations, parents seeking Rick Singer’s
guidance and fraudulent behavior kept it from
their children. By participating intheunethical
scheme, parents are throwing money at a
problem that their child does not necessarily
want to be solved. These parents buy their
children acceptance into a prestigious school
that the children do not belong a. Rather than
accepting their children for who they are and
dlowing them to follow their dreams; they lie
and chest to boogt their parentd egos. Parents
do not want their kids to know about this
behavior because they know it is wrong, and
they know their children would not gpprove.
As more information has come out regarding
thisscanddl, it hashecomequiteclear that many
of thechildreninvolved, likeOliviaJedeGiannulli,
were oblivious to the outrageous behavior of
their parents and are disappointed by their
parent’sactions. Thisisquiteironic consdering
that parentsrisked their jobsand livelihood by
partaking in illegd activities to provide their
children with an unwanted top-ranked
educstion.

TheAftermath:

Intheend, Rick Singer, anddl of his
known clients were caught and punished for
their scandalous actions. However, some
believe thet this crime could have concluded
with a more positive outcome. In the
documentary, one expert, Barbara Kamus,
explains that the fines given to many of the
culprits were inggnificant, considering their
immense bank accounts. She explains that if
these offenderswerehit harder financidly, and
the money was put towards supporting
underprivileged kids, some good may have
comeout of thisscandd . Another expert arguesthat
rather than placing blameonthefamilies thecolleges
and universities should be held responsible for
cregting this flawed system. If universties did not
provide loopholes and preferences for families of
wedth, there would not be the temptation to teke
advantage of their privilege and power during the
admissions process. Interestingly, al of the experts
interviewed in the documentary werein agreement
that whereonegoesto collegehaslittleeffect onthe
trgectory of hislife. A collegeeducationiswhat the
student makesof it; it doesnot metter what universty
heattends. Unfortunately, thegoa of many families
has become the name of the university, rather than
thebest education. Hopefully, greeter avareness
of this scandd will reverse these bdliefs and
discouragetheditefromabusingther fortunes.

Oprah’sBombshell Royal
I nterview: America’ sAcceptance
vs. Britain’sDisapproval

By: LilianaSella

Oprah Whinfrey’s bombshell
interview with Prince Harry and the Ex-
Duchess of Sussex and American actress,
Meghan Markle, shocked us all. From all
the dirty laundry that was aired out on
March 7th, to the intense emotion,
Winfrey’s hard hitting questions had us
all glued to our television screens.
Markle had stayed silent for four years,
and it was time to share some information
on what she endured.

Markle mostly discussed the
negative aspects of royal life. The
horrible press she received, the randomly
strict guidelines she had to follow like,
“not being able to have lunch with
friends”” (CBC), and the racism she
experienced made Markle finally decide
that enough was enough. One of the major
moments in this interview was when
Markle revealed that there was a point in
which she was so miserable and felt so
lonely that she wanted to take her own
life. During the interview she explicitly
said, “| didn’t want to be alive anymore”
(CNN). This was a major statement for
Markle to make and many British people
believed that her remarks were insulting
to the Queen.

One Londoner in the street who
was interviewed by NBC on March 9th
said that this interview basically
highlights Markle's experience adding,
“there is only one side of the story here”
(NBC). After the interview aired, people
in the UK wanted some closure from the
palace. Another huge critic of Markle's
statements was Piers Morgan; he is a
widely renowned journalist in the British
media. Morgan stated, “Now, is she
deliberately lying? Is she completely
delusional? | don’t know, but frankly, |
don’'t care.” (USA TODAY) Moreover,
Piers Morgan believes that the
accusations that Markle and Prince Harry
made were not true. In a way, he seemed
to think that Markle was just simply
unhappy and was ignorant about the
realities of royal life.

Interestingly enough, Piers
Morgan attacked American citizens due
to the fact that American’s seem to be
open-minded to listening to Markle and
believed her accusations. According to
hisinterview with Tucker Carlson on Fox
News, Morgan stated, “Many Americans
are believing (what she said) and it’s not
true —that’s what angered me, that’s what
enraged me. “ (FOX). | believe that a
myriad of American’s believe Meghan
Markle because they have empathy
towards what she has been through. To
add, the loss of Meghan Markle to the
British Monarchy has had no impact on
the daily lives of Americans nor their
traditions. Meanwhile, British folks are
watching their monarchy start to crumble,
due to the major loss of their Prince.
Furthermore, it's easier for Americans to
agree and feel for Markle's story rather
than British folks who are disappointed
because they cherish tradition.

However, despite who you are or
where you come from, we must respect
the courage Markle and Prince Harry had
to speak on a subject that has evidently
been difficult for them.

IsThisTheBeginning Of TheEnd
For TheBritish Monar chy?

By: Lillian Molesky

The tell-all Oprah interview
with Meghan Markle and Prince Harry
has left Buckingham Palace in critical
condition, and hasled many to question
how much more controversy the Royal
Family can withstand.

The Royals are no stranger to
scandal throughout their centuries of
power, but the intensity of the
accusations has become increasingly
brutal. Most recently, Prince Charles’
son and his wife, Harry and Meghan,
sat down with Oprah Winfrey for atwo-
hour long interview that uncovered
much of the struggles they faced while
living in Buckingham Palace. From
Markle’'s declining mental state to the
race-based conversations regarding
their son, Archie, a permanent and
public rift is forming that could have
lasting impacts. With the Monarchy
seemingly stubborn in its willingness
to progress with the times, it seems to
only be a matter of time until it, too,
becomes history.

After the airing of the Oprah
interview, viewers around the world
were furious at the blatant
discrimination described. Whether this
is the nail in the coffin for the
institution or not, Markle's accusations
of neglect and racism are yet another
tick on the list of scandals this decade.
Following Prince Andrew’s apparent
involvement with Jeffery Epstein, the
already tense relationship with the
public is at stake, which leads to the
question: could this possibly be the
end of the Monarchy?

To counter-argue the severity
of the situation that was noted above,
it is important to remember that the
British Crown has existed for hundred
of years, and has survived numerous
blows to its reputation. From the
abdication of Edward V111 in 1936 to the
death of Princess Diana (and the
scandals that existed within her
marriage to Prince Charles), Meghan
and Harry’s interview may be more
insignificant than it seems right now.
The Firm is known for its ability to
respond to and conceal the criticisms
of its functions, so time may be the
only thing that will determine how
detrimental thistell-all was.
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Marching For Justice

By: Summer Rice

Violence towards women is a
serious problem. This includes sexual
or non-sexual assult, rape and more. “1
in 3 women, around 736 million, are
subjected to physical or sexual
violence” (who.int). Recently there has
been an uptick of women’s rights
marches and protestsin hope of raising
awareness and getting justice for the
women who have experinced violent
behavior from others.

Numerous women have been
silent about their violent encounters
with men. Some of these encounters
include being sexually assaulted, raped,
and more. Recently though, plenty of
women are speaking up about these
incidents and hoping to make a change.
In Australia, many violence against
women marches are occuring. “The
protestsin at least 40 cities represented
an outpouring of anger over the
treatment of women at the highest
levels of power.” (The New York Times).
At the events, thousands of women

showed up in all black clothes and
marched through the streets chanting,
singing, and holding up signs that
stated things such as, “Fight like a
girl.” and “Survivorsdon’'t lie; abusers
do”. Furthermore, there were marches
and protests that took place in south
London to honor Sarah Everard, who
was murdered, “on March 3 on her way
back from afriend’s house.” (The New
York Times). The crowd of protesters
shouted things like, “Shame on you!”,
and “How many more!”. They also held
signs with sayings on them like, “End
violence against women” and, “ She was
only walking home”.

Overall, women are now speak-
ing up and sharing their stories about
their negative encounters with men with
the public. Some are looking for justice,
while others are spreading awareness.
As the protests, marches, and fight for
violence against women continues,
they are hoping for justice and change
in the near future.

To
Emma Arboleda
Jackson Best
Lauren Hagen
Jamie Holzmann
Jack Levin
Sophie Rosencrans,
The Senior Editors
Of
The Viking View:

Thank you for your hard work, focus,
dedication and desire to share your love
of writing (and even journalism) the
past few years. It has been an honor to
teach you and work with you.

Continue To Change The World For
The Better.

Wishing You All The Best!

Sincerely,
Ms. Millman

The Facts For Life
After The Vax

By: EvdynMcCreery

A critical question everyone is
asking is: what can | do now that | am fully
vaccinated? Eager to return to normal life,
many people hope that with the emergence
of the COVID-19 vaccines, they will beable
to enjoy activities that were stripped away
by thisdevastating global health crisis. While
fully vaccinated people are approved to
resume a variety of activities that are
considered safeat thispointintime, itisstill
vital for peopleto take necessary precautions
to protect themselves and others around
them.

The activities that the CDC allows
for fully vaccinated people to participate in
include:

1. Visiting inside a home or private setting
without a mask with other fully vaccinated
people of any age

2. Visiting inside a home or private setting
without a mask with one household of
unvaccinated people who are not at risk for
severeillness

3. Travelling domestically without a pre- or
post-travel test

4. Travelling domestically without
quarantining after travel

5. Travelling internationally without a pre-
travel test depending on the destination

6. Travelling internationally without
quarantining after travel

(CDC.org)

President Biden's Medical Chief
Advisor, Dr. Anthony Fauci, suggested that
small group gatherings of vaccinated people
indoors are classified as safe, whereas
activities that exceed these rely on “data,
modeling and good clinical common sense”
(nytimes.org). It is predicted that life will
presumably return to amore normal statein
the spring/summer of 2022 as long as the
population followsthemedical guidance over
the course of the year. Scientific experts
predict that “lifeinthewarmer monthsof 2022
should be normal, or at least whatever
qualifies as normal post-pandemic”
(atlantic.com).

Despite the desperation that many
arefedlingto returnto normal, it isnecessary
to be cautious. With new COVID-19 variants
spreading and the existing dangersof COVID-
19, scientists are concerned that the fast-
paced opening up of the United States,
starting with the activities permitted for fully
vaccinated people, will cause the United
States to “completely lose the hard-earned
ground we have gained”, according to the
Director of theC.D.C., Dr. RochelleWa ensky
(nytimes.org). The UK-originating variant is
spreading quickly across the United States
and research has concluded that the COVID-
19 vaccinesare not aseffectivefor protecting
the body from the disease.

Although the pandemic has caused
immense destruction, the emergence of the
COVID-19vaccinesoffershope. For instance,
for high school and college students who
had their academic and social lives
disrupted by this pandemic, the vaccines
will facilitate the return to anormal school
environment.

Overadll, itiscrucial tofollow the
suggested guidance provided by health
expertsin order to transition back to pre-
pandemic life.

SaveThe
Butterflies!

By: EmmaArboleda

A world without butterflies sounds
dull and strange to imagine, but in the near
future, it may becomearedlity. Itispossible
that butterflies will become extinct in the
future. Many speciesarefacing theimminent
threat of extinction due to human activity
and global warming. While endangered
animalsliketigers, turtles, and polar bears,
are in the public eye, butterflies are not
receiving that same attention. The lack of
mediaattention, however, doesnot diminish
this threat. The rapid decline of butterfly
populationsistoo great to be ignored. The
falling population isnot only athreat to the
food chain, but to humanity aswell.

Similar to bees, butterflies are
essential pollinatorsthat play acritical role
in the maintenance of plant populations.
With both bee and butterfly populations
declining, plants will observe lower
reproductive success as a result. Entire
ecosystems would be destroyed, and
without pollinators, the human race would
not be ableto survive. Additionally, thefood
chainwould bedisruptedinitsentirety. Not
only would the plants that butterflies
pollinate cease to exist, but the predators
that rely on them for food will die out too.
Ultimately, butterflies' extinction would
result in a chain reaction in which other
species of both plants and animals would
eventually die out permanently.

Butterflies are on track for
extinction. Various scientific research
journals have made note of the declining
butterfly population. Most accredit the
decline to global warming and degraded
habitats, and nearly all conclude that their
diminishing population is significant.
Science Daily published a report that
focused on over 450 butterfly species; it
was concluded that butterfly populations
are declining at a rate of 1.6% per year.
While startling, this statistic seems minor
compared to western monarch decline: the
population has diminished by 99.9% since
the 1980's (University of Arizona). Though
preventableinthelong run, the popular (and
not so well-known) butterflieswill ceaseto
exist entirely.

Climate changeisnot aquick fix,
but there are some things you can
personally do to help the butterflies. So
many of them are dying becausethey fail to
regulatetheir body temperaturesin extreme
climates, which at times can be preventabl e.
Things like keeping your grass long,
diversifying your garden, and providing
them with shade and shelter can help keep
butterfly populations from declining so
rapidly. Reducing pesticides and planting
milkweed can actually encourage
population growth. These changes are
miniscule and a chance to beautify your
home whilst saving a species from
extinction.

Source:

University of Arizona. “ Dramatic decline in
western  butterfly populations linked to fall
warming.” ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 4
March 2021.
<www.sciencedaily.com/rel eases/2021/03/
210304145405.htrms>.
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New York Baseball: A Heated Rivalry At Its Peak

By: Michad Ye

The 2021 MLB season officially
began |ast month, with each team set to play
anormal 162 game season. Last year, both
the Mets and Yankees experienced
disappointment, asthe Metsfailed to reach
the postseason for the fourth consecutive
season, while the Yankees were eliminated
intheAL DS by the TampaBay Rays. Coming
into this season however, every New York
baseball fan has high hopes and
expectations for his own team. For the first
timein awhile, both the Yankees and Mets
arelegitimate World Series contenders. The
crosstown rivals haven’'t met in a World
Series since 2000, when the Yankees
defeated the Mets in five games. Since the
introduction of the American and National
Leagues in 1997, the Yankees have
dominated both the regular and postseason
series with an overall record of 78-55
(Wikipedia). 21 yearslater, arematch of the
Subway Series seemsmorelikely than ever.

On November 6, 2020, billionaire
investor Steve Cohenfinalized his$2.4 hillion
purchase of the New York Mets. Unlike the
previous owner, Fred Wilpon, Cohen isn't
afraid whatsoever to spend money on
playersand helpimprovetheteam. Thisidea
isevident, asthe Metswere one of the most
improved teams during the off-season,
making them championship contenders for
the first time since 2016. Their upgraded
starting rotation got a lot deeper, as they
traded for quality pitchers like Carlos
Carrasco and Joey Luchessi. They also
signed Taijuan Walker to a reasonable two
year $20 million contract, with aplayer option
for 2023. These new additionsjoin arotation
that already includes other great pitchers
such as Jacob deGrom, Noah Syndergaard,
Marcus Stroman, and former top prospect,
David Peterson. Over the last three years,
deGrom hasbeen the best pitcher in baseball,
winning two Cy Young awards and being
named an All Star in all threeyears. During
that span, he' shada2.10 ERA, 0.943WHIP,
and 190 ERA+ (Baschall Reference). DeGrom
is the greatest Mets pitcher since Tom
Seaver, and the clear ace of this rotation
heading into 2021. Noah Syndergaard is
another All Star caliber starter in therotation,
and islooking to bounce back from Tommy
John Surgery, which forced him to miss all
60 games of the 2020 season. As of March
31st, heis targeting a return around June.
Syndergaard hasacareer ERA of 3.31and a
WHIP of 1.161 (Baseball Reference). Like
Syndergaard, Marcus Stroman is ancther All
Star caliber pitcher that also didn’t pitch in
the 2020 season after opting out. During the
off-season, he was brought back on a one
year qualifying offer worth $18.9 million.
Stroman hasacareer ERA of 3.76 andaWHIP
of 1.292 (Baseball Reference). In terms of
new acquisition Carlos Carrasco, he has
quietly been one of the most underrated and
consistent pitcherssince 2014. In 68 innings
pitched in 2020, he had yet another stellar
season, posting an ERA of 2.91 and aWHIP
of 1.206 (Baseball Reference). Compared to
last year, the starting pitching on the Mets
has drastically improved, with key players
coming back and new arms being brought
in. When healthy, thisisatop tenrotationin
the league.

While the bullpen lost one of its
better relief pitchersin Justin Wilson, the
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Mets were able to sign free agent Trevor
May to atwo year $15.5 million contract to
replace him. May has been a well above-
average reliever for the Minnesota Twins,
and adds asolid arm to the bullpen. In 23.1
innings pitched in 2020, May posted a3.86
ERA and a 1.157 WHIP (Baseball
Reference). Hewill joinaMets' bullpen that
aready consists of other great pitcherslike
Edwin Diaz, Seth Lugo, Jeurys Familia,
Miguel Castro, and Dellin Bentances. Diaz
is coming off of a bounce back year after
having a miserable 2019 season, where he
was one of theworst pitchersin the league.

The former Reliever of the Year
pitched in 25.2 innings last season, where
he posted a 1.75 ERA and a 1.247 WHIP
(Baseball Reference). Diaz has some of the
best stuff among all relieversintheleague,
shown by his career 14.7 K/9 (Baseball
Reference). When commanded, hisfastball
and slider combination can generate swings
and misses from the league’s best hitters.
Diaz isthe closer of the Mets' bullpen, and
istheclear X Factor.

Shifting over to the other side of
the game, the Mets' lineup has also been
significantly improved during the off-
season. Their biggest movewastrading for
four timeAll Star Francisco Lindor, who was
included in the trade with Carrasco, in
exchange for Amed Rosario, Andres
Gimenez, and two other prospects. A few
months after this trade happened, Lindor
wassigned to amassive 10 year $341 million
extension, making himaNew York Met for
life. They also signed James McCann to a
four year $40 million contract. Over the
past two years, McCann has been a top
ten catcher in the league, and provides
above-average value both offensively
and defensively. In 2020, he had a .289
BA, .360 OBP, and an .896 OPS (Baseball
Reference). Behind the plate, he has a
great arm and is one of the best pitch
framers in the league. When it comes to
Lindor, heis arguably the best shortstop
in the league, and is an elite defender.
Throughout his career, he has won two
Gold Gloves and a Platinum Glove, along
with two Silver Slugger awards. In 2020,
Lindor had adown year, hitting .258 with
a .750 OPS and a 102 OPS+ (Baseball
Reference). However, his 60 games last
year shouldn’t have too much stock put
into them. Across each of the four years
before 2020 (16-19), Lindor had a.284 BA,
.841 OPS, and a 118 OPS+ (Baseball
Reference). These new acquisitions will
joinalineup that includesAll Star caliber
players like Pete Alonso, Jeff McNeil,
Michael Conforto, Dominic Smith, and
Brandon Nimmao. Alonso has been one of
the best power hitters in the league,
becoming the fastest player to hit 70 home
runs to start a career. In 2020, he hit 16
homerunswitha.231 BA andan .817 OPS
(Baseball Reference). While his defensive
abilities aren’t great by any means, they
are certainly improving. McNeil on the
other hand, is a completely different
player, as he hits for more contact while
being aversatile defender. In 2020, he had
a batting average over .310 for the third
consecutive season, with a.383 OBP and
a .836 OPS (Baseball Reference). With
teammate Robinson Cano being

suspended thisyear for PEDs, McNeil will
certainly be the full time starter, and
receive consistent starts at second base.

Moving to the Bronx, the
Yankees' roster hasn’t changed quite as
much asthe Mets'. They were ableto keep
the majority of their core intact, and
believe that it can once again get them to
the World Series. During the off-season,
they lost both James Paxton and Masahiro
Tanaka to free agency, leaving massive
holesin the middle of the starting rotation.
In an effort to replace them, the Yankees
were ableto sign two time Cy Young Award
winner Corey Kluber to a one year $11
million contract, and trade for former
Pirates’ starter Jameson Taillon in
exchange for four prospects. Both Kluber
and Taillon have dealt with injuries over
the past two years, and join a starting
rotation that already consists of All Stars
Gerrit Coleand Luis Severino. Since 2013,
Kluber has been one of the most dominant
pitchersin baseball, with acareer 3.18 ERA
and a 1.095 WHIP (Baseball Reference).
However, he sustained two season ending
injuriesin both 2019 and 2020, forcing him
to missthe majority of both years. Kluber
has one of the best cutter and curveball
combinations in the league, and he will
heavily rely on those two pitches with his
velocity dropping. Taillon is also in a
similar situation, as heislooking to bounce
back from both Tommy John Surgery and
cancer, which forced him to miss most of
2019 and all of 2020. He has acareer 3.74
ERA and 1.250 WHIP (Baseball
Reference). During hisrehab, Taillon made
drastic improvements to his pitching
mechanics, and hopesto be asolid middle-
of-the-rotation starter that the Yankees
desperately need. Nonetheless, the best
player on the Yankeesis Gerrit Cole, who
over the last three years, has been a top
three pitcher in baseball. Ever since the
Astros traded for him back in 2018, he
posteda2.71 ERA, 0.962 WHIP, and a161
ERA+ (Baseball Reference). Colethrows
one of the hardest fastballs in the league,
which ishisunhittable primary pitch. Cole
is, and will be the clear ace of thisrotation
for many yearsto come.

The strongest area of the
Yankees' pitching isthe bullpen, which has
been one of the best in the league over
the last few years. After trading away
Adam Ottavino and letting go of Tommy
Kahnle, they were ableto sign both Justin
Wilson and Darren O’ Day to cheap one
year contracts with team options in 2022
as replacements. Both of them are above
average-relievers that are coming off of
phenomenal 2020 campaigns, each posting
asub 4 ERA. They will join abullpen that
already features former Reliever of the
Year winners Aroldis Chapman and Zack
Britton, as well as Chad Green.
Throughout his career, Chapman has never
posted an ERA above 3.60, and he has
been the best reliever in baseball since
2012. In 11.2 innings pitched in 2020,
Chapman had yet another terrific season,
posting a 3.09 ERA, 0.857 WHIP, and a
141 ERA+ (Baseball Reference). Hisdeadly
fastball and slider combination generates
strikeouts at an elite rate, which is what
makes him such a dominant closer.

Meanwhile, Britton is a completely
different type of pitcher, as he earns his
outs through soft contact, rather than
swings and misses. He throws one of the
best sinkers in the league, and it helps
him generate weak ground balls on a
consistent basis. In 19 innings pitched in
2020, Britton posted a 1.89 ERA, 1.000
WHIP, and a 226 ERA+ (Baseball
Reference). While he would be a closer
on most other teams, he is the clear set-
up man behind Chapman. After sustaining
an elbow injury that required surgery
during spring training, Britton is not
expected to return until after the All Star
Break.

Finally, the lineup is by far the
strongest part of the Yankees' roster, and
featuresAll Star playerslike DJLemahieu,
Aaron Judge, Giancarlo Stanton, Gleyber
Torres, and Luke Voit. Ever sincejoining
the Yankees back in 2019, Lemahieu has
finished in the top four in terms of MV P
voting each year, as has been the Yankees'
best hitter. In 2020, he became the first
player in the modern era of baseball to
win the Batting Title in both the American
and National League, as he hit for a.364
BA, .421 OBP, and a1.011 OPS (Baseball
Reference). Hiselitelevel of hitting, paired
with his Gold Glove caliber defense,
earned him asix year $90 million extension
back in January. Luke Voit was another
MVP candidate last season, finishing
ninth in voting. In 2020, Voit had the a
breakout year, hitting for a.277 BA, with
aleagueleading 22 homeruns, and a.948
OPS. While he may be a one-dimensional
player by not providing much value
defensively, he adds even more power to
alineup that isreliant on homeruns. Like
Voit, Aaron Judge can provide just as
much power offensively, and is another
annual MV P candidate. Over the past three
seasons, Judge has dealt with numerous
injuries that forced him to miss a large
chunk of games. He hasacareer .272 BA,
.947 OPS, and 151 OPS+. What makes
Judge such a valuable asset to this
Yankees team is his defense. He is
extremely reliablein the field and has one
of the best arms at right field. The key for
the Yankees will be staying healthy, as
many players on thisteam can be labeled
as “injury prone”. At full strength, this
team is aWorld Series contender.

With all the strengths that the
Yankees and Mets possess, they each
have alot of positivesin terms of how far
they can go this season. With that being
said, both clubs need to find more con-
sistency throughout a full 162 game sea-
son. Each team includes a mix of estab-
lished stars and young developing talent.
While there are other teams around the
league that pose a challenge, such as the
LosAngeles Dodgers, San Diego Padres,
and Houston Astros, the talent on both
the Mets and the Yankees could very eas-
ily put them over the top.
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The NBA’'s Rookie Of The Year
Situation

By: William McConville

The NBA's Rookie of the Year
award is an accolade that is annually
given to the best performing player in
the regular season during his first year
in the league. It has been won by many
of the greatest players in NBA history
such as Michael Jordan, Lebron James,
Wilt Chamberlain, and Shaquille O’ Neal.
This year, the winner of the award
looked to be Lamelo Ball, who was, by
far, having the best rookie season with
averages of 15.9 points, 6.1 assists, and
5.9 rebounds. On top of that, he became
the youngest player in NBA history to
record a triple double in a game, and
shoot 37% from the three-point range.
However, in March, Ball fractured his
wrist in agame against the Los Angeles
Clippers, and will most likely miss the
rest of the season. So, the question is,
has Ball already done enough this
season to win Rookie of the Year, or
could another player from the 2020 draft
class steal it from him?

The player who is the
frontrunner to win the award, should
Ball not win it, is Timberwolves’
shooting guard Anthony Edwards. The
number one overall pick coming into this
season, Edwards started his year off
kind of shaky, but has stepped it up and
become more of the playmaker and rim-
attacker that he was advertised to be
going into the draft and the season. The
major highlight of hisrookie season so
far isadunk he had against the Toronto
Raptorsin February on Toronto forward
Yuta Watanabe, which was a turning
point in the 19-year old’s rookie season.
Since that dunk, he has had averages of
22.5 points, 2.7 assists, 5.2 rebounds,
and 1.5 steal s per game. In comparison,
before the dunk, he averaged 14.6
points, 2.4 assists, 3.7 rebounds and 0.7
steals per game. This is an impressive
jump, but fans will have to wait and see
if he can stay consistent for the rest of
the season in order to have a shot of
snagging Rookie of the Year away from
Ball.

Another player that has a
chance of winning the award amid Ball’s
injury is Sacramento King’'s guard
Tyrese Haliburton. Haliburton has been
an absolute steal for the Kings, as he
was picked 12th overall in last year's
draft. While other rookie’s performances
have been very up and down this
season, Haliburton has been consistent
for the Kings, with averages of 13
points, 5.1 assists, 3.1 rebounds, and 1.3
steals. He has also made 40% of his
threes and 47% of hisfield goals overall.
The Kings have been steadily improving
this season when compared to last year,
and Haliburton has been alarge part of
that. When asked about what winning

Rookie of the Year would mean to him,
he revealed it is not that important to
him, stating that he prefersto focus on
improving personally as a player and
winning games. Another main focus of
his is to prove that this year’s rookie
class isn’'t as weak as analysts have
stated it would be. There was so much
uncertainty of the quality of talent
because the college basketball season
had been cut short due to the
Coronavirus pandemic. Overall, if
Lamelo Ball doesn’t emerge as this
year’s Rookie of the Year, there’sahigh
chance that Haliburton could win the
award if he continues his impressive
rookie campaign for the Kings.

The third player who has a
chance of snagging the award is New
York Knicks' guard Immanuel Quickley.
Despite the fact that he has taken a
downturn recently in his numbers,
overall this season, he looks to be the
steal of last year’s draft. Taken with the
25th pick by the Knicks, Quickley has
defied all expectationsinthe NBA, with
some analysts projecting him to not be
taken until the second round prior to
last year’s draft. So far heisaveraging
11.7 points, 2.1 assists and 2.3
rebounds, and shooting 37% from 3-
point range and almost 90% from free
throws. Unlike other rookies,
Quickley’s numbers have directly
impacted winning with a resurgent
Knicks team this season. When
Quickley is on the court, the Knicks
are 2.1 points per 100 possessions
better than when he’s not playing, and
he also has the best assist-to-turnover
ratio on the team. He's learning very
quickly as a player, and his numbers
become even more impressive since
he’'s only getting about 19 minutes per
game. He's probably the rookie who is
the most farfetched option to consider
for Rookie of the Year, but he definitely
deserves to be in the conversation
because of the things he has done for
this year’s surprisingly good Knicks
team.

Lamelo Ball was almost un-
doubtedly the player who would win
Rookie of the Year prior to hisfractured
wrist. If he still turns out to be suc-
cessful in winning the award, he would
be the player who played the least num-
ber of gamesto win it. If not however,
the window has opened for these other
talented rookies to take the award. Re-
gardless of who wins it, Lamelo Ball,
Anthony Edwards, Tyrese Haliburton,
and Immanuel Quickley all deserve rec-
ognition for their hard work that put
them in the conversation for Rookie of
the Year, and they will dl undoubtedly be re-
markableplayersintheNBA for yearstocome.

The March Madness Disparities

By: Calvin Spence

A massve wave of anger came over
theNCAA dfter the accusationsthet it had been
providing greater servicetoitsmen'sbasketbal
players. Since the spread of these accusations,
the NCAA came out and gpologized and has
been trying to fix its mistake by improving the
women'sfadilitiesinthemiddeof thetournament.
The NCAA added more machines to the
weightroomand thewomen'stournament findly
got what it initialy deserved. The NCAA has
comeout and saiditisfor equdity, but hasalong
history of undersupplying resourcesand funding
to its women teams. The men's teams have
always been favored because they are more
profitablefor theorganization.

At thebeginning of theannua March
Madnesstournament, avideo posted by Sedona
Prince, a member of the Oregon Women's
Basketha | team, sparked outrageontheinternet.
In this video, Prince shows the extent of the
inequality between the men’s and women's
facilities. The men’'s weight room was well
stocked, with bench racks and machines
scattered across a massive gym. The women's
gym was not so luxurious. The women's gym
smply had a single rack of weights. These
differences were made clear and Prince Sated
that “ If you're not upset about this problem,
thenyouareapart of it” (NYT). Thevideo, which
has more than 17.7 million views, has caused
people to express their outrage towards
the NCAA organization.

The outcry for equality only
intensified as other disparities came to
light. Other videos reveal ed the dinners
that the women’s tournament served,
including soggy vegetables, mystery
meat, and other scrap-like foods. On the
other hand, videos of the men’s
tournament showcased a delightful
selection of gourmet foods such as
lobster mac and cheese, grilled
vegetables, cakes, and puddings.
Though food is not typically a trigger
for controversy, at the biggest college
basketball tournament for both men and

women, it is expected that they should
have access to the same resources.

Another more serious issue
that was brought to light were the
disparities between Covid testing
centers. The method used at the men’s
tournament was the P.C.R. test, which
is considered the most effective form
of virus testing, and the safest option
to keep the players healthy. Similarly
to the rest of the services provided for
women, their testing was worse. The
women’s tournament used a rapid
antigen test, a cheaper alternative to
the P.C.R., which provides quicker
results at the cost of being more likely
to provide false results. It can be
concluded that men were treated with
significantly more care because they
are viewed as the most important to the
NCAA.

The budget cuts for the
women’s tournament are obvious from
these reports. Figures provided by the
NCAA reveal a $13.5 million gap
between the men’s and women’s
tournaments. Many, coming to the
defense of the organization, have said
that this is because the men’s
tournament is more popular than the
women’s tournament. Although they
may have more fans in basketball, it
does not excuse the actions of the
NCAA. The NCAA makes ahuge profit
from these tournaments, which means
that it should have no problem
providing equal facilities. From
television alone, the NCAA drew in
more than $850 million dollars in
revenue this year.

Although the NCAA hastried
to reverseits slip-up and suppress any
more backlash, the firestorm is sure to
come back. It’s facing more and more
criticism everyday and will need to
continue improving as an organization.
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